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OUR MISSION 
The mission of Rebuilding 
Together Cleveland is to 
preserve and revitalize 
houses and communities, 
assuring that low-income 
homeowners, particularly 
those that are elderly and 
disabled and families with 
children live in warmth, 
safety and independence. 

 
 

 
HOW TO CONTACT US 
 
Rebuilding Together Cleveland 
P.O. Box 14274 
Cleveland, OH  44114-0274 
 

Phone:  216 556 5665 
 
www.rebuildingtogethercleveland.org 
 
info@rebuildingtogethercleveland.org 

      Our Committees at RTC 

Can you spare a few hours to get involved with a 
committee working for Rebuilding Together 
Cleveland?  There is much committee work to be 
done throughout the year.  The visible face of 
RTC is our Rebuilding Day, the last Saturday in 
June.  But in reality, RTC works year-round to 
accomplish all the behind the scenes things that 
need to get done before Rebuilding Day.  The 

Advisory Committee provides advice and counsel to RTC on Programs and 
Services.  The Event Day Logistics Committee oversees the Rebuilding Day.  The 
Fundraising and Sponsorship Committee does just that – raises money and looks 
for house sponsors.  The Governance Committee oversees the board to make sure 
that board process runs smoothly, while the House Selection Committee helps 
choose the houses we will work on.  The PR and Media Committee handles all 
aspects of PR.  The Program Committee oversees all programs and the Volunteer 
Committee helps recruit volunteers.  If you can help on any of these committees, 
please call our answerline at (216) 556-5665 and leave your name and phone 
number or email address.  We will contact you as soon as possible.  Your help on 
these important committees can help make a difference! 

 

2009 Rebuilding Day: 

Repairing Homes, Improving Lives 
Rebuilding Day is rapidly approaching.  
We are scheduled to work on Saturday, 
June 27.  There have many blips along the 
way this year.  The economy, of course, 
has made the raising of money and the 
finding of sponsors more difficult.  In 
addition, we are grappling with the 
difficult issue of lead paint removal.   
 
The RTC Board is committed to providing 
a safe work environment for the 
Rebuilding Together homeowners and for 
our wonderful volunteers.  This includes 
many things like workday safety and 
house captain training.  However, the 
number one roadblock is the safe removal 
of lead paint.  Power washing of the house 
is no longer an option for us.  This has 
been determined to cause lead paint 
particles to get into the atmosphere.  We 
are currently looking at some special 
funding to hire lead paint experts to 
prepare the homes.  We will keep you up 
to date!  
 



What can you expect as a volunteer on 
Rebuilding Day 2009?  Let us give you an 
overview.   
 
Most volunteers show up at the worksite 
about 8 or 8:30 a.m.  Coffee and donuts 
are provided to help get the volunteers off 
to a good start.  The first part of the 
morning is full of info and 
announcements.  The house captain and 
the person in charge of safety will 
introduce themselves and talk to the crew.  
 
Volunteers will be asked to sign a  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
volunteer waiver form and then they will 
receive an RTC tee shirt.  Your house 
captain will talk to you about the plan for 
the day.  This will include such things as 
assignments, the work plan, the location 
of supplies and materials and more. 
 
At most houses you will be introduced to 
the homeowner and hear a little bit from 
him or her about what being selected by 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

income homeowners, particularly those that 
are elderly and disabled and families with 
children were able to live in warmth, safety 
and independence. 

 
We have seen many accomplishments over 
the last 13 years. Our 5,500 volunteers have 
donated over 50,000 hours of labor and 
added approximately $1.5 million in market 
value through 162 housing rehabilitation 
projects. Without our sponsors, volunteers, 
and community involvement, none of this 
would have been possible. I would like to 
take a moment to thank you for being a part 
of this program. 
 
When I joined Rebuilding Together four 
years ago, I realized the impact of our 
program within the first few weeks. The 
senior homeowner of my first home was 
without hot water for seven years prior to 
being selected for the RTC “Rebuilding 
Day.” With the help of our sponsor, we were 
able to replace the hot water tank, get the 
homeowner a new couch and remove her 
torn-down garage to avoid a possible 
housing violation citation. Throughout the 
last four years, I have met many long-time 
supporters of Rebuilding Together and have 
heard similar stories of how a small group of 
volunteers has made a difference in the life 
of a Cleveland homeowner. 
 
As I complete my first year at the helm of 
Rebuilding Together Cleveland, I hope to 
continue the tradition of our past leaders by 
helping to make a difference in our 
community. I look forward to working with 
our sponsors and volunteers to meet the 
ever-increasing demand for assistance in the 
city of Cleveland. Our event day is just 
around the corner; please take a moment to 
block Saturday, June 27, 2009 on your 
calendar so you can join us! 

 

 

Adam Oppenheim 

President 

“VOLUNTEERING WITH RTC 
WAS A GREAT EXPERIENCE.  
IT WAS VERY FULFILLING TO 
SEE A HOUSE TRANSFORMED 
RIGHT BEFORE OUR EYES.  
ALL OF THE VOLUNTEERS 
WERE NICE AND HARD 
WORKING.  WE HAD A GREAT 
TIME AND THE HOMEOWNER 
WAS QUITE PLEASED WITH 
THE RESULTS.”   
2008 RTC REBUILDING DAY 

The Volunteer Experience 

RTC has meant to them.  Now it is time 
to get to work. 
 
The volunteers will be divided into 
work groups according to the jobs that 
need to be done.  If you do not mind 
climbing a ladder, you may be asked to 
paint the second story.  If landscaping is 
your area of expertise, you may be 
given a rake or a hoe and pointed in the 
direction of the weeds and overhanging 
branches. 
 
Each house that RTC takes on comes 
with its own “to do” list.  Most homes 
need some painting.  Most also need 
some weeding and clean up of the yard.  
Some places have a sidewalk that is 
overgrown with grass and weeds.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have an eye for flowers and 
shrubs, you may be put in charge of 
landscaping the yard.  If you can swing 
a hammer with the best of them, you 
could take on those loose floorboards in 
the porch. 
 
Someone will be asked to wrap an 
insulation blanket around the water 
heater and another volunteer may want 
to swap out some incandescence bulbs 
for energy efficient fluorescent ones.  
Some homes need lots of TLC, others 
need just a bit of work to get them 
shining like new.  
 
Do not forget to take frequent water 
breaks, especially if the weather is hot!  
And sit down and rest during the lunch 
break and enjoy lunch & a cold drink. 

President’s Message 
Rebuilding Together 
Cleveland was 
founded 13 years 
ago, its sole mission 
to preserve and 
revitalize homes and 
communities in the 
city of Cleveland. Its 
leaders worked to 
ensure that low-  
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Board Vice President 
Joseph D. Ward 
PROGRESSIVE 
 

Secretary 
Denise Potter 
COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER 
 

Treasurer 
Josh Keirsey 
RSM MCGLADREY 
 

Immediate Past President 
Yolanda Vanadia 
KEYBANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
 
 

Legal Counsel  
Glenn Torch 
KEYBANK NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 

 
 
BOARD MEMBERS 

 
 

Gail Lynn Bialek 
FIFTH/THIRD BANK 

 
Dave Kasik 
BELLAIRE PURITAS DEVELOPMENT CORP 

 
Jan Vectirelis 
RSVP OF GREATER CLEVELAND 

 
Robert Grochoki 
NATIONAL CITY BANK 

 
Ed Wolfram 
THE CLEVELAND CLINIC FOUNDATION 

 
 
STAFF 

 
 

Sheila Lee 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
 
 
Barbara Sekerak 
ANSWERLINE ADMINISTRATOR 
 
 

SOME THINGS TO PONDER ABOUT HOUSING IN CLEVELAND 
AND ACROSS THE USA 

 
Did you know that each dollar donated to Rebuilding Together results in at 
least $4 worth of home improvements? 
 
Did you know that our cumulative impact nationally through 2006 was 
105,020 houses and non-profit facilities rehabilitated, involving 2.5 million 
volunteers, committing to 24 million hours of volunteer time, and delivering 
$1 billion in market value? 
 
Did you know that in Cleveland, over 162 homes were completed in the past 
13 years? 
 

Statistics 
 

In spite of the disastrous economy, RTC is 
pleased to welcome a list of new house 
sponsors and donors, plus we are excited  to 
welcome back some of our tried and true 
sponsors and donors from Rebuilding  Day 
events of the past  We are also happy to 
receive donations of in-kind materials and 
supplies from a number of businesses.  Here 
is a partial list of corporations, companies, 
and churches already committed to 
Rebuilding Day 2009: 
 
The Cleveland Clinic Foundation 
The Cleveland Indians 
National City Bank 
KeyBank 
Fifth Third Bank 
The Home Depot Foundation 
Home Depot Strongsville 
Sylvania 
The American Red Cross 
Bush Land Maintenance 
The Professional Home Remodelers of OH 
 
 
It is not too late to come on board and assist 
with a cash donation or a donation of in-
kind materials.  A typical RTC house costs 
about $2,500 to repair.  A house 
sponsorship would cover that cost.  But 
RTC accepts donations of any amount. 
 
Currently we are also looking for in-kind 
donations of first aid kits, work gloves, 
plants and other landscape materials, paper 
towels, rags, trash bags, and more. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For a complete list of items that are 
needed, please contact the RTC office.  
You can also obtain a sponsorship form by 
contacting the office at (216) 556-5665 or 
slee@rebuildingtogethercleveland.org –we 
will be glad to forward any information 
about Rebuilding Together Cleveland. 

 

Local News: 

RTC Welcomes New, Old Sponsors 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
APRIL 25, 2009 
 
National Rebuilding Day 
Heery International House in 
Cleveland 
 
JUNE 27, 2009 
 
Rebuilding Day Event, 
Cleveland, Ohio 

AUGUST 17, 2009 

The Cleveland Indians and the 
Cleveland Clinic Houses 

LATER THIS SUMMER 

RTC Day at Progressive Field 

 

Meet our sponsors: 

PRO 

 
Join the Rebuilding Together  

Cause on Facebook! 
 
You can join our cause by going to the Causes 
application and searching for Rebuilding 
Together Cleveland or type in the URL  
 
(http://apps.facebook.com/causes/182392) 

                  Find us on 
 

How can you help? 

1. Talk to your company about 
becoming a sponsor of the 2009 
Rebuilding Day. Need help building 
a case? Call us! 
 

2. Make an individual donation. All 
donations go to running the 
program. As a 501c3 non-profit 
organization, donations are tax 
deductible.* 

 
3. Build a volunteer team. Gather co-

workers, church groups, friends, and 
family to come out for one day and 
give back to the community 

 
*Consult your tax professional 

Rebuilding Together Cleveland would like to introduce you 
to The Professional Remodelers of Ohio, one of our newest 
sponsors.  PRO has as their mission statement: 
 
PRO enhances its members' ability to grow their businesses through 

·  Consumer Awareness 
·  Educational Programs 
·  Legislative Action 

 
They are the remodeling industry resource in Northeast Ohio for information and 
advocacy for consumers, the community, and PRO members.  PRO helped RTC 
obtain a booth at the RemodelOhio show in the IX Center.  Rebuilding Together 
was able to hand out literature about our organization and to meet other people 
involved in the housing industry.  We made many new friends at the Expo and felt 
we were able to get the word out about our group, thanks to the generous 
sponsorship of the Professional Remodelers of Ohio. 
 
PRO says, “When you hire a member of Professional Remodelers of Ohio, you 
know you have hired a PRO!”  Members of PRO have received favorable Better 
Business Bureau and Ohio Attorney General's reports.  They must show proof of 
appropriate local registration, liability insurance, and workers compensation 
insurance before joining the ranks of PRO.  In addition, many of the members have 
been in the remodeling business for over 25 years or have owned their own business 
for that same length of time. 
 
PRO has been around since 1962.  They are the advocate and resource for Ohio's 
remodeling industry, its members and consumers.  Rebuilding Together Cleveland 
is pleased with this new partnership with PRO.  Several of their members are 
assisting us with our House Selection Committee, the committee that helps to pick 
the homes that will be rehabbed on our Rebuilding Day, June 27, 2009. 
 
Please patronize our sponsor by going to their website, www.PROohio.org, for your 
home remodeling needs.  Their website is full of great information, including tips on 
hiring a contractor that you must read before you have any work done on your 
home.  You can contact PRO through their website or by calling (216) 619-6274.   
 
Thanks, PRO, for all your help and support!   


